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This font was created as a vector font for video presentations because I wanted a more readable 
and distinctive typeface for my slides than the standard fonts (Arial, Calibri, etc.). It is based on 
and mostly identical to DejaVu Sans Condensed (which is itself a derivative of Bitstream Vera), 
version 2.37. The literal Serbian translation of déjà vu, incidentally, is već video, which is the 
other explanation of the name. 

The main distinction of VecVideo from its predecessors are the standard shapes of I, l, and J (in 
contrast to I, l, and J in DejaVu Sans Condensed; including ĺ, Í, ƚ, Ɨ, ḷ, Ị, Ĵ, etc. instead of ĺ, Í, ƚ, Ɨ, ḷ, 
Ị, Ĵ, etc.), which make the text much more readable (and prevent it from being completely unread-
able if it contains words or individual letters in foreign or even unknown languages, as linguistic 
presentations tend to do — cf. “the word Io in Italian” with “the word Io in Italian” and “the word 
lo in Italian”). 

The following characters were added to VecVideo: 

  ⃰ combining asterisk above (U+20F0)  
(needed for writing German gendered nouns like Studentı⃰nnen) 

Ꟁ ꟁ “Old Polish O” (U+A7C0, U+A7C1)  
(letter used in Old Polish manuscripts to spell the nasal vowel [ã]) 

Furthermore, the kerning was adjusted to permit the Ukrainian word ї ї ‘her’ to be written with 
equal distances between the four dots, as it is done in good Ukrainian typesetting. 

 

OpenType features 

Like its predecessors, the font contains ligatures, (liga, dlig, hlig), mark positioning (mark, mkmk), 
case-sensitive versions of ¿, ¡, and ⸘ (case), alternative letter forms (aalt, salt), contextual forms 
for Arabic (init, medi, fina) and a few localized forms (locl). 

The following features were added to VecVideo: 

SS01 Grotesque 
reinstates the straight forms of the letters I, l, and J (as in DejaVu Sans Condensed) 

 John Illsley (born 24 June 1949) played a role in the development of Dire Straits’ sound. 
→ John Illsley (born 24 June 1949) played a role in the development of Dire Straits’ sound. 

SS02 Serbian/Macedonian Cyrillic  
Since the sans-serif font has an oblique version but no real italics, this only concerns the 
letter б (Serbian/Macedonian б). 

 Далиборка би била у Београду.  
→ Далиборка би била у Београду. 

The same modification can also be achieved through Localized Forms (locl) but is also 
implemented as a Stylistic Set for environments in which the language of the text is not 
transmitted to the font. 

SS03 Modern Bulgarian Cyrillic  
For certain types of text, Bulgarian is nowadays often written with special shapes of some 
of the letters. Since other Bulgarian texts are written with the same letter variants as 
Russian, Ukrainian, Belarusian, Mongolian, etc., this is not implemented in the Localized 
Forms feature but exclusively as a Stylistic Set. 

 Д Л Ф д в г ж з и й к л п т у ц ш щ ъ ь ю  

→ Д Л Ф д в г ж з и й к л п т у ц ш щ ъ ь ю  

 Република България е държава в югоизточна Европа.   
→ Република България е държава в югоизточна Европа. 



License 

Fonts are © Bitstream (see below). DejaVu and VecVideo 
changes are in public domain. Glyphs imported from Arev 
fonts are © Tavmjung Bah (see below) 

 

Bitstream Vera Fonts Copyright 

Copyright © 2003 by Bitstream, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
Bitstream Vera is a trademark of Bitstream, Inc. 

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any per-
son obtaining a copy of the fonts accompanying this li-
cense (“Fonts”) and associated documentation files (the 
“Font Software”), to reproduce and distribute the Font 
Software, including without limitation the rights to use, 
copy, merge, publish, distribute, and/or sell copies of the 
Font Software, and to permit persons to whom the Font 
Software is furnished to do so, subject to the following 
conditions: 

The above copyright and trademark notices and this per-
mission notice shall be included in all copies of one or 
more of the Font Software typefaces. 

The Font Software may be modified, altered, or added to, 
and in particular the designs of glyphs or characters in the 
Fonts may be modified and additional glyphs or charac-
ters may be added to the Fonts, only if the fonts are re-
named to names not containing either the words “Bit-
stream” or the word “Vera”. 

This License becomes null and void to the extent applica-
ble to Fonts or Font Software that has been modified and 
is distributed under the “Bitstream Vera” names. 

The Font Software may be sold as part of a larger software 
package but no copy of one or more of the Font Software 
typefaces may be sold by itself. 

THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS”, WITH-
OUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IM -
PLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WAR-
RANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT OF 
COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER 
RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL BITSTREAM OR THE 
GNOME FOUNDATION BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, 
DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY, INCLUDING ANY 
GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR 
CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN AC-
TION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING 
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE 
FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM OTHER DEALINGS IN THE 
FONT SOFTWARE. 

Except as contained in this notice, the names of Gnome, 
the Gnome Foundation, and Bitstream Inc., shall not be 
used in advertising or otherwise to promote the sale, use 
or other dealings in this Font Software without prior 

written authorization from the Gnome Foundation or Bit-
stream Inc., respectively. For further information, contact: 
fonts at gnome dot org. 

 

Arev Fonts Copyright 

Copyright © 2006 by Tavmjong Bah. All Rights Reserved. 

Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any per-
son obtaining a copy of the fonts accompanying this li-
cense (“Fonts”) and associated documentation files (the 
“Font Software”), to reproduce and distribute the modifi-
cations to the Bitstream Vera Font Software, including 
without limitation the rights to use, copy, merge, publish, 
distribute, and/or sell copies of the Font Software, and to 
permit persons to whom the Font Software is furnished to 
do so, subject to the following conditions: 

The above copyright and trademark notices and this per-
mission notice shall be included in all copies of one or 
more of the Font Software typefaces. 

The Font Software may be modified, altered, or added to, 
and in particular the designs of glyphs or characters in the 
Fonts may be modified and additional glyphs or charac-
ters may be added to the Fonts, only if the fonts are re-
named to names not containing either the words 
“Tavmjong Bah” or the word “Arev”. 

This License becomes null and void to the extent applica-
ble to Fonts or Font Software that has been modified and 
is distributed under the “Tavmjong Bah Arev” names. 

The Font Software may be sold as part of a larger software 
package but no copy of one or more of the Font Software 
typefaces may be sold by itself. 

THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED “AS IS”, WITH-
OUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, EXPRESS OR IM-
PLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WAR-
RANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT OF 
COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER 
RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL TAVMJONG BAH BE LIA-
BLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABIL-
ITY, INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, 
INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, 
WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR 
OTHERWISE, ARISING FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR 
INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM 
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.  

Except as contained in this notice, the name of Tavmjong 
Bah shall not be used in advertising or otherwise to pro-
mote the sale, use or other dealings in this Font Software 
without prior written authorization from Tavmjong Bah. For 
further information, contact: tavmjong @ free . fr.

 

Version history 

Version 1.1 (1 April 2023): 

• moved the l a bit to the left and increased its tracking 
• added ĺ, Í, Ĵ, etc. (all combinations of I, J, and l) 

Version 1.0 (2 March 2023): 

• created the original font with the replacement of l I J and the addition of ꟁ and ı⃰ 

 




